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METROPOLITAN 
GLAMOUR POETRY

BERNADETTE ANTWERP

ernadette is a luxury ready-to-wear label 
based in Antwerp by mother and daughter 
Bernadette and Charlotte De Geyter. Their 
collections are defined by easy-to-wear silk 
dresses and refreshing prints, designed 
exclusively in-house. From floral print, to 
satin slips and cutesy tea dresses, feminine 
midi styles have become a high-end staple 
thanks to the likes of Rixo, Reformation and 
Faithfull The Brand. Next to them, a new 
name on the scene – Bernadette Antwerp 
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is fast becoming the fashion girl’s brand of choice for 
elegant occasion wear with a playful edge.

A love for nature and the arts runs through 
Bernadette’s aesthetic. Ultra-feminine, metropolitan 
glamour is juxtaposed with a poetic vision of a life 
somewhere remote and paradisal. Clean lines add a 
graceful note to the label’s sober silhouettes while colorful 
floral prints echo a timeless and free-spirited allure.

Charlotte De Geyter studied fashion design at the 
Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Antwerp. “It was an 
intense and exciting course where I had the chance to 
develop my signature in design and drawing,” Charlotte 
told me.

After graduating, Charlotte moved to London for 
an internship, quickly realizing she had a strong need 
to find her way of doing things. “Luckily I had the best 
partner to start the brand with. My mom has always had 
a great career in fashion operating from the business 
side. Together we are a great match where two visions 
come together.”

They started the brand with a collection of floral 
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to-wear, you can wear it on a night out or on a 
summer day at a relaxed seaside town. The designs 
originate from classic haute couture silhouettes but 
are reinvented and simplified to fit the modern-day 
woman. Couture-like volumes are casualized by 
replacing traditionally stiff materials with fabrics that 
are famous for how they complement and frame the 
female body, such as silk, satin and taffeta.

We continued to develop our exclusive hand-painted 
and pencil-drawn floral prints, but also launched 
a series of monochromes that include shocking 
pink, daffodil yellow, vermillion red, emerald green 
and black. We propose you a new kind of evening 
dress: one that is comfortable and of-the-times, yet 
undeniably chic.

A KEY BERNADETTE PIECE?
One of our first solid pieces was a shocking pink, 

satin knotted gown. This was an instant best seller and 
became one of our key pieces. This ‘Judy’ dress returned 
in the collection in the pink, but as well a fresh and 
bright green.

Bernadette dresses are smart investment pieces – a 
floral dress will never go out of style. Their designs are 
timeless, classic and will give you endless wear. 

Since November 2019 Bernadette’s PS20 line is also 
available to buy with Ounass, Harvey Nichols Dubai and 
Bloomingdales Kuwait. §

bernadetteantwerp.com    @bernadetteantwerp.

dresses with Charlotte’s hand-drawn and painted prints. 
“I must have drawn more than 100 prints over the past 
year,” says Charlotte and continues: “The prints are very 
personal, and it always remains so special to see a woman 
wearing a piece with one of my hand-drawn prints. Every 
drawing has a special emotion, or atmosphere to it which 
makes it so special to be able to transform it into our 
signature Bernadette looks.”

Bernadette and Charlotte aim to design timeless 
pieces, luxurious qualities, that remain comfortable 
but always glamorous. Printed satin dresses are their 
signature style. Drawing inspiration from Japanese style 
floral prints, expect attention grabbing bright hues in 
elegant slips and tie-waist kimonos that make perfect 
wedding guest looks. And they do great separates, 
too. From matchy-matchy separates to must have slip 
skirts, there’s something for all tastes.

“Something that my mother and I have in common 
the most is our love for color; it excites us to take on 
the craziest colors and the most clashing combinations. 
We’re so proud to be women designing for women. We 
like to dress up ourselves and try to keep reinventing 
a new look for women, one that is timeless, effortlessly 
glamorous and chic.” 

Though the brand is very young, their designs 
have been immediately snapped up by major retailers 
including NET-A-PORTER, Browns and Selfridges. 

I spoke with Charlotte further about her inspiration 
and a story behind the brand.

WHERE DO YOU FIND YOUR INSPIRATION?
Lately I’ve been getting a lot of energy by seeing 

women wearing the pieces in their own ways. I get 
inspired by seeing women express their personality and 
femininity through their looks. I also love looking at the 
arts for inspiration. I live together with my boyfriend and 
he inspires me every day. I love how free and unlimited 
artists can be. I tend to look at playful and colorful artists 
like Ben Sledsens or Rose Wylie. 

WHO IS BERNADETTE WOMAN? 
We address women of different generations as we 

represent two different women ourselves. The Bernadette 
customer has a quirky side and loves to look at life in a 
positive way. She has a love for the arts, and gets really 
excited by discovering new and young brands that take 
on the challenge to do it their own way. We love to 
imagine women buying into Bernadette and inspiring 
other people by wearing it. She will become a modern 
day muse and treasure the pieces to pass it on to different 
generations.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR LATEST COLLECTION.
Our SS20 collection is sophisticated yet easy-
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